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East Pikeland Township 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

December 2, 2014 

 

A public meeting of the Board of Supervisors of East Pikeland Township was held on Tuesday, 

December 2, 2014 at the Township Building, 1158 Rapps Dam Road, Kimberton. Present were 

Chairman Ron Graham, Vice Chairman Rusty Strauss, Supervisor Ben Campbell and Township 

Manager, Kim Moretti. 

 

Mr. Graham called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Minutes 

Mr. Campbell made a MOTION to approve the November 11, 2014 Board of Supervisors meeting 

minutes. Mr. Strauss seconded the motion and the minutes were unanimously approved.   

 

Resident Blaine Huey questioned why the two million dollar fee to be paid by the Cutler Group was 

not considered a fee in lieu of open space.  Mr. Strauss explained that the fee paid by Cutler was part 

of the settlement agreement and will not have the same restrictions as a fee in lieu of open space. The 

amount of the fee was based on negotiations and several factors in the agreement. 

 

Department Reports 

 

Township Manager – Kim Moretti reported that the second pedestrian bridge on the French Creek 

Trail had been completed and that the trail is now open from Hares Hill Road to Rapps Dam Road and 

beyond towards Township Line Road.  She participated in several land development meetings during 

November; attended a DCNR grant workshop and completed grant completion reports for both Chester 

County and DCNR. She is working with the historical consultant on information needed for the 

National Register nomination for the Continental Powder Works.    

 

Resident Dennis Ray asked if the portion of the French Creek Trail between the bridges will be paved 

since it has wet areas.  Mrs. Moretti responded that the trail is in the floodplain and will continue to 

have wet areas, but is planning on having Boy Scouts construct boardwalk crossings in some of those 

wet areas.  

 

Public Works – Report posted and available for review 

 

Police Department – Chief Franciscus reported statistics for the month of November, 2014: police 

responded to 206 calls, 1 burglary, 7 thefts, issued 47 citations, and responded to 8 reportable accidents 

and 12 non-reportable accidents.  There were 10 misdemeanor/felony arrests in November. 
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Old Business 

 

Mr. Campbell made a MOTION to approve a 90-day timeclock extension for the Gappa Subdivision 

on Rapps Dam Road until March 4, 2015.  Mr. Strauss seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously.  

 

Mr. Campbell made a MOTION to approve a 180-day timeclock extension for the Kaiserman/Condign 

Land Development application until June 10, 2015.  Mr. Strauss seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously.  

 

Mr. Campbell made a MOTION to authorize renewal of the annual Animal Control Contract with 

the Chester County SPCA.  Mr. Strauss seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 

New Business 

 

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to adopt a Harassment Free Workplace Policy.  Mr. Campbell 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to authorize the Township Manager to advertise for a public hearing to 

consider a zoning amendment on the historic resource protection standards.  Mr. Campbell seconded 

the motion.  

 

Jim Garrison, Chairman of the Historical Commission, explained that this ordinance has been under 

consideration for several years.  The current draft will simplify procedures for everyone – 

homeowners, Historical Commission and township staff; it provides a more transparent process; 

eliminates historic classifications; is consistent with State regulations; sets the same standards for all 

historic properties and explains the different procedures for the Kimberton Historic District and the 

historic zoning overlay.  Two public hearings have already been held with historic property owners.  

The Historical Commission is anxious to have this ordinance passed.  

 

Mr. Graham asked about the process for passage of this proposed ordinance.  Mrs. Moretti responded 

that the Planning Commission will review it next week and then it will be sent to Chester County for a 

30-day review.  The goal is to present it to the Board of Supervisors for enactment at their February 

2015 meeting.   There being no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to authorize an appraisal of the Piazza property on Hares Hill Road 

for consideration as purchase of open space.  Mr. Campbell seconded the motion. 

 

Stock Illoway explained that the Open Space Committee would like the Board to consider this property 

as a purchase for open space/recreational use.  It could be obtained for a good price with few 

restrictions since the property owner is anxious to sell it.  The biggest problem would be what to do 

with the house on the property, which is structurally sound but does need repairs.  Some of the land 

next to the property is contaminated, but it would not interfere with recreational use.  The first step is 

to obtain an appraisal.  
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Mr. Strauss pointed out that the property is zoning Transitional Use (TU) and some of the allowed uses 

in that zoning district would not be beneficial to the area.  

 

Jon Lillienfeld asked why the township would want to take on the risk of acquiring a property that has 

environmental issues.  Stock Illoway responded that there is no risk; it is a brownfields site and no 

earth disturbance would be proposed for a recreational use.  Plus, the environmental problem at the 

Henry Company is declining, according to the most recent report from the EPA.   

 

There being no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to approve RESOLUTION 2014-16, to set the tax rate for East 

Pikeland Township at .44 mills for Fiscal Year 2015.  Mr. Campbell seconded the motion which 

passed unanimously.   Dennis Ray asked what the current tax rate is.  Mr. Graham responded it is .58 

mills and the new rate will be a 25% reduction. 

 

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to approve RESOLUTION 2014-17, adopting the Township Budget for 

Fiscal Year 2015.  Mr. Campbell seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Graham made a MOTION to direct the township engineer to recalculate the escrow for the 

Kimberton Meadows Subdivision in order to insure adequate security.  Mr. Campbell seconded the 

motion which passed unanimously.  

 

Kimberton Meadows HOA representative Justin Fortesque asked if this motion means that Benson will 

be required to increase the escrow by 10%.  Mr. Graham responded that is the intent, but the township 

engineer needs to first provide an analysis.   

 

Public Comment 

 

Walt Connell asked if the township had any plans to make the Village or Kimberton Park more festive 

for the holidays.  Mrs. Moretti responded that there are no plans, but it is a good idea that she will 

follow-up on.   

 

Jon Lillienfeld stated that there has been an increase in door to door solicitors in his neighborhood and 

asked what could be done about it. He was advised to contact the police who can then determine if the 

solicitors have or need a permit.  

 

Molly Ruzicka followed up the question by asking if there has been an upswing in crime in the 

township. Chief Franciscus responded that telephone scams are increasing.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

Submitted by, 

Kimberly Moretti, Township Manager  


