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East Pikeland Township 
Board of Supervisors Meeting 

June 9, 2020 
 
A public meeting of the Board of Supervisors of East Pikeland Township was held on Tuesday, 
June 9, 2020.  Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the meeting was duly advertised and held 
electronically through the Zoom application via telephone and the internet.  Present online were 
Chairman Ron Graham, Vice Chairman Rusty Strauss and Township Manager Kim Moretti.  Other 
township staff participating electronically included Chief Susette Wilson and Public Works Director 
Al Cushman.  Supervisor Ben Campbell was absent. 
 
Mr. Graham called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. 
 
Minutes 
Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to approve the May 12, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting minutes. 
Mr. Graham seconded the motion and the minutes were unanimously approved.   
 
Department Reports 
 
Township Manager –   Mrs. Moretti reported that through the COVID-19 Pandemic and related 
shutdown she has participated in regular conference calls with PSATS, State Legislators, and fellow 
municipal managers. In May she applied for a Dept. of Justice bullet-proof vest grant for the Police 
Department, participated in a site meeting at Crossover Blvd. for which the township is now 
responsible for maintenance, and oversaw the replacement of the front door at the township building 
that includes a new security system.  The township has been notified by PennDOT that the Merlin 
Road bridge over Pigeon Run is now posted with a 15-ton weight limitation and that the Kennedy 
Covered Bridge, connecting East Pikeland and East Vincent on West Seven Stars Road will be the 
subject of rehabilitation creating a future detour.   
 
Public Works – Al Cushman reported that during the month of May the crew continued to comply 
with COVID-19 restrictions in their regular duties and at Kimberton Park.  In May, Al managed the 
project of the Police Department walls being treated for water infiltration. The yard waste recycling 
facility is having a record year of activity with 158 deliveries made this season.  The horizontal 
grinder is out for repair, so the yard is overwhelmed with debris waiting to be processed following 
the June 3rd windstorm.  The June 3rd storm kept the department very busy with 7 badly damaged 
areas in the township.  Debris removal is on-going.  Resident Angela Moore thanked the township 
for keeping the yard open extra hours for debris removal following the storm.  
 
Resident Don Szabo asked when the storm drain on Mowere Road would be fixed so that he can 
mow that corner of his property.  He also asked why Public Works trucks are not identified with 
DOT numbers.  
 
Police Department – Chief Wilson provided the May 2020 Police Department Statistics including: 
169 complaints, including 1 assault, 3 thefts, 1 drug arrest, 2 summary arrests, and 3 criminal 
mischief incidents. They issued 0 traffic citations in keeping with social distancing. Officers have  
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returned to their regular work schedules. The new police vehicle, a hybrid Ford SUV, will shortly 
be put into service. Chief Wilson publicly thanked West End Ambulance for providing personal 
protection equipment and sanitation supplies during the COVID-19 shut-down.  
 
West End Ambulance – Asst. Chief. John Osborne reported that in May they responded to 56 
ambulance calls in East Pikeland and 135 overall, including 31 sick calls, 25 lift calls and 15 
emotional wellness calls. They have responded to a total of 722 calls year-to-date.  He announced 
that they are interviewing candidates to fill 3 paramedic positions.  Public education activities will 
continue once COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  Mr. Graham asked whether the ambulance crew 
has seen many COVID related incidents.  Chief Osborne responded that he does not have those 
statistics today, but one ambulance unit was set aside strictly for COVID calls.  Staff will continue 
to use PPE into the foreseeable future.  
 
Kimberton Fire Company – Asst. Chief Doug Gable reported 36 fire responses for May, including: 
19 in East Pikeland Township. He reported that due to COVID-19 restrictions the annual Kimberton 
Fair will be cancelled for the first time in history.  This will have a negative impact on their finances 
for 2020.  Doug thanked the township’s Public Works and Police personnel for their response to the 
June 3rd storms.  All personnel worked well together.  KFC responded to 45 storm-related calls 
during a four-day period.   
 
Linda Schmitt on Sunset Lane suggested that the fire company send a special fundraising mailer and 
post appeals on social media so the public understands how badly the volunteer department finances 
will be impacted by the fair cancellation.  She volunteered to write a newspaper article to help bring 
in donations.     
 
Planning Commission – John Schott reported that the Planning Commission met in May and June 
via virtual Zoom meetings.  Items on their agenda include a solar and wind ordinance and a low 
impact zoning amendment for the Kimberton district.  Owners of the Kimberton Square shopping 
center have approached the township about a zoning overlay district that would allow apartments. 
The developer plans to come to the Board of Supervisors to discuss the benefits of their proposal.  A 
land development application is under review for a credit union at the Rt. 23/Mowere Road 
intersection.  The Route 724 sidewalk project is moving along with the plan to be ready to put out 
for bid later this summer.  
 
Barry Hallman of Kimberton Meadows asked what aesthetic standard the township holds itself to 
and also how can he stay on top of the projects being discussed. John Schott responded that there 
are design standards in the township zoning ordinance and comprehensive plan and added that 
while the Planning Commission feels they act in the best interests of the township, they encourage 
public input at their meetings.  Rusty Strauss responded that East Pikeland Township has adopted 
the Phoenixville Regional Comprehensive Plan as our plan to set a vision for the evolving area.  
 
Don Szabo commented that he is concerned about how the proposed apartment project will impact 
his property. He urged the Board of Supervisors to say “no” to this proposal.  Rusty Strauss 
responded that the plan presented was a sketch plan and details would be addressed if the zoning 
amendment is approved and after a preliminary plan is submitted.  
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Old Business 
Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to approve the two-year traffic signal maintenance contract with 
Signal Service, Inc. for the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022.  Mr. Graham seconded the 
motion and there being no questions, it passed unanimously.  
 
New Business 
 
Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to appoint Lynda Rebarchak to the EAC with term ending 12/31/21.  
Mr. Graham seconded motion and it passed unanimously.  

Mr. Strauss made a MOTION to accept the resignation of Janet Burgoon from the EAC, effective 
immediately.  Mr. Graham seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Announcements  
 
Mr. Graham announced that the Police Department collective bargaining agreement, which was due 
to expire on 12/31/20, has been extended another year due to COVID-19 and other issues.  Mr. 
Graham was able to negotiate a freeze in salary and all other benefits for one year. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Don Szabo commented that he heard about the proposed dog park and gardens and wanted to know 
who would spray the orchard for bugs and asked if it would be open to the public.  Kim Moretti 
responded that the intent would be for the community gardens and orchard to be all natural and that 
it would be open to the public.   
 
Meghan Crisafulli of West Seven Stars Road reported that her daughter was hit by a car in front of 
their home on June 2nd.  She and her neighbors agree that cars drive too fast on their road and they 
are requesting that speed humps and “Children at Play” signs be installed.  Chief Wilson responded 
that the speed study device was posted on the road today and results will take a week.  She said that 
often it appears that cars are going faster than the posted speed, but the speed study will provide the 
statistics.  Afterwards, they can follow up with enforcement. Officers can park in someone’s 
driveway and operate the Enradd speed detector machine from a distance. Meghan asked why the 
township is opposed to speed humps. Mr. Graham responded that the speed study is the first step 
and then we can investigate other traffic calming measures, but speed humps are not found to be the 
most effective way to control speed.  Meghan responded she understands, but that she is looking for 
a long-term solution. 
 
Resident Steve Bugh asked whether a speed study would be effective right now with less cars on the 
road during the COVID-19 shutdown.  Mr. Graham responded this is a good point, but the study 
should be done now regardless.  
 
Linda and Tom Schmitt confirmed that traffic flows at a high speed on Seven Stars Road. They 
asked what the speed study results have to show in order for the township to make a determination 
on how to proceed. Mr. Graham responded that the speed study allows the police to determine the 
best time to enforce.  
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Chief Wilson will share the results of the speed study no later than the next Board of Supervisors 
meeting. 
 
 
Dennis Ray is Chairman of the EAC and lead of the township’s Ready for 100 initiative.  He 
explained that Ready for 100 is an initiative with a goal for the township to use 100% clean, 
renewal energy for electricity by 2035 and vehicles by 2050. He asked for authorization to register 
the township for an Energy Planning seminar at the cost of $50.  The registration would allow 
anyone in the township to participate for that one fee.   
 
Dennis Ray also reported that Ready for 100 representatives met with the Phoenixville Regional 
Planning Committee to request that they form an alliance of townships to pursue the initiative.  The 
Ready for 100 initiative will be applying for a Chester County Vision Partnership Program grant for 
$30,000 to be used for outreach, education, training, technical assistance, and building assessments.  
Municipalities will be asked to contribute $5,000 each in their 2021 budgets.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:17pm. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Kimberly Moretti 
Township Manager  


