EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

JANUARY 14, 2019 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

John Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet, Ron Hoinowski and Leo Kearcher. Zoning officer, Kisha Tyler, was also present.

REORGANIZATION

MOTION MADE BY RUSTY STRAUSS THAT JOHN COLARUSSO CONTINUES AS CHAIRMAN. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION MADE BY RUSTY STRAUSS THAT JOHN SCHOTT CONTINUES AS VICE CHAIRMAN. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN COLARUSSO. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 10, 2018 MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 10, 2018 MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY RUSTY STRAUSS. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS
Schmidt 2-Lot Subdivision for 507 Church Road

Adam Brower, P.E. presented the preliminary/final plan. The driveway for Lot 1 was relocated to Church Road as recommended during the sketch plan review. The LTL Consultants letter dated January 9, 2019 was discussed. The applicant agreed to provide the required 20’ wide trail easement along the east property line; and would rather provide the required open space (to include the easement area) as opposed to the fee-in-lieu. John Colarusso made it clear that the open space would be for public use and could potentially become a park or trail head. Relocation of the stormwater basin as recommended in the township engineer’s letter was resisted but will be considered. Outside agency reviews are in progress; minor deficiencies will be corrected; the plan will be revised accordingly to address the open space and stormwater basin.   
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT RECOMMENDING PRELIMINARY/FINAL APPROVAL OF THE SCHMIDT SUBDIVISION PLAN, SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH THE TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REVIEW LETTER DATED JANUARY 9, 2019, IN PARTICULAR THE LOCATION OF THE STORMWATER BASIN MUST BE TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE TOWNSHIP ENGINEER. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

Planning Commission Vacancy

Lori Howell, Kerstin Appler and Ezra Brett were interviewed by the commission. The members agreed that all 3 are ideal, making the decision difficult.

MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT RECOMMENDING THE APPOINTMENT OF KERSTIN APPLER TO FILL THE PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCY. MOTION SECONDED BY RUSTY STRAUSS. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED. THE APPOINTMENT TERM EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022.

The commission informally recommended Lori Howell as a strong candidate for the Open Space Committee because of her knowledge and experience in real estate and land matters.

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Sidewalk Update

Ron Hoinowski summarized the meeting with TPD, reporting that the township is moving forward with a phased plan beginning with the west side of Route 724 where additional right-of-way would not be needed. The township would install a connecting portion of sidewalk within the PennDOT right-of-way along the frontage at Markie’s Mini Golf down to the Shoppes at Valley Forge. Funds in the existing sidewalk account will be used. This proactive step and having a shovel-ready plan will boost our chances of getting a grant. Ron also suggested the township reconsider collecting a fee-in-lieu of sidewalks. Instead, installation could be deferred until deemed necessary by the township with funds held in escrow.

2019 Project List
Low impact development, affordable housing initiatives, evaluation of the Industrial zoning district, and intersection improvements are projects at the forefront for 2019.

Regional Comprehensive Plan Amendment – Chapter 10 Transportation

The chapter outlines goals and objectives to improve regional transportation needs: complete streets, scenic roadway corridors, multimodal accessibility, public transportation, parking, and road improvements. Rusty will email a link to the scenic corridor list and map, which does include several roadways in East Pikeland. The commission had no recommended changes.

MOTION MADE BY RUSTY STRAUSS TO APPOINT RON HOINOWSKI AS THE REGIONAL PLANNING REPRESENTATIVE. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Lori Howell asked about complete streets. John Colarusso explained that the concept incorporates sidewalks, bike lanes, and transit bus stops along roadways to improve multimodal accessibility. 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:05 PM.

