EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION
AUGUST 12, 2019 MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were
John Colarusso, John Schott, Helena Van Vliet, Kersten Appler and Ezra Brett. The township
engineer and zoning officer were also present.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 8, 2019 MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE JULY 8, 2019 MEETING MINUTES. MOTION
SECONDED BY KERSTEN APPLER. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS

Low Impact Development

The township engineer and zoning officer are compiling a chart of current ordinance relative to
low impact development for discussion at the September meeting. In the meantime, the
members were encouraged to page through the ordinances for their input on how low impact
development is addressed.

NEW BUSINESS

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER DISCUSSION TOPICS

John Schott commended the active participation and contributing efforts of Kersten and Ezra,
recalling that in his 26 years on the planning commission it usually took a year or two for newly
appointment members to assert themselves.

Robert Davis Letter

John Colarusso acknowledged receipt by the planning commission of a letter from resident
Robert Davis, dated July 24, 2019, regarding Altair. John Schott reminded everyone that the
planning commission made a motion not to pursue the Altair ordinance amendment. There was
no discussion; the letter is on file at the township file.

Act 209 Transportation Impact Fee

John Schott reported that the Act 209 committee convened to review the capital improvements
plan and consider reducing the traffic impact fee. The current fee is $3,426 per peak hour trip
generation; the average in the county is $1,200-51,500. The fee is assessed to new residential
and commercial development within the designated Act 209 area. There has been concern that
the high impact fee is one of a several deterrents for development along the Route 724
corridor. The Act 209 committee hearing is scheduled for September 16, 2019 at 6:30 pm, at
which a recommendation will be made to the Board of Supervisors.

Route 724 Corridor Economic Development Initiative
Rusty Strauss was in the audience and asked for an update on the Route 724 initiative
spearheaded by the Chester County Economic Development Council. John Schott reported that
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the database of targeted sites was compiled the CCEDC and is accessible on their website. John
Schott also reported that the Cromby demolition was halted by the discovery of an endangered
bird nesting at the site; and that PECO determined that the power grid is deficient and cannot
accommodate certain uses such as a data center on the site.

ZHB 2019-2 Andrea Hilborn for Solace Farm Retreat at 1050 Pike Springs Road

A full Decision and Order from the June 26, 2019 hearing was provided. John Colarusso and
John Schott expressed concern about future barn improvements. Recollection of discussion at
the planning commission meeting was that the barn would be rehabbed but remain a 3-season
structure. The applicant stated to the ZHB that future improvements include a floor and
bathroom. The main concern is the potential of this use evolving into something with a greater
impact on the site. The members agreed that the file should be noted with this concern for
future reference.

ZHB Appeal 2019-3 Julie Foster for Tired Hands Brewing Company at 2123 Kimberton Road

A hearing was held before the Zoning Hearing Board on July 24, 2019. A subsequent hearing to
render a decision is scheduled for August 28, 2019. John Schott reiterated the need for a
standard, legally binding, township form for shared parking in the village, not just a letter as has
been the case. The township manager will discuss it with the solicitor.

Helena Van Vliet confirmed that she entered herself as a party in the ZHB matter as a
neighboring property owner. John Schott advised her that she can speak on the matter as a
neighbor, but not as a planning commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Rusty Strauss shared that the CCPC 2019 Fall Planners’ Forum will be held at Historic Yellow
Springs on October 1, 2019. Registration information was emailed to the members.

ADJOURNMENT
KERSTEN APPLER MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN, WHICH WAS SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT.
ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:40 PM.




