EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

DECEMBER 11, 2017 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER
Vice-chairman John Schott called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Members Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet, Ed Cooley, Ron Hoinowski and Leo Kearcher were present, as was the zoning officer and township engineer.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY RUSTY STRAUSS TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER 13, 2017 MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY ED COOLEY. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS
Bryn Coed Minor Subdivision Plan by Natural Lands Trust

Brian Sundermeir represented the owner, Natural Lands Trust. Nicholas Rakowski, PE of Nave Newell presented the plan. The 100+ acre tract was purchased by Natural Lands Trust as part of the 1,500+ acre conservation acquisition of the Bryn Coed farmland spanning 3 municipalities. As part of the purchase agreement, two estate lots would be created on the land in East Pikeland. Lot A is 45.15 acres and Lot B is 56.04 acres, both to be accessed from Chester Springs Road and both will be deed restricted from further subdivision. 
The conservation easement is very restrictive and includes perpetual monitoring and inspection of the protection areas by the Trust. A brochure will be provided to the subsequent lot owners outlining the terms of the easement and covenants.

· Protection area A is designated as the highest protection area to remain undisturbed and unimproved, and used only for passive recreation as described on the plan.

· Protection area B is designated for agricultural use: allowing for a barn, stable or agricultural building less than 1,000 square feet.

· Protection Area C is described as the building envelope of about 3-acres for placement of the primary dwelling, accessory structures (detached garage, garden shed, pool house), and accessory uses (swimming pool, tennis court). 

The LTL review letter dated December 5, 2017 was discussed. Other than minor plan notes and outside agency review requirements, there were no issues with the plan. The EIA short form and sewage planning module are forthcoming. An additional trail easement was discussed but it was determined that the desired location is not on this property.

MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT RECOMMENDING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL APPROVAL OF THE BRYN COED MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN, SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH OUTSIDE AGENCY REVIEWS AND THE LTL CONSULTANTS REVIEW LETTER DATED DECEMBER 5, 2017. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.
Term Expiration and Reappointment

Terms expire December 31, 2017 for John Colarusso, John Schott and Rusty Strauss. All three gentlemen wish to continue serving on the planning commission and request reappointment by the Board of Supervisors.

CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS
Route 724 Economic Development Plan 
No update. John Schott will ask the council for leads on obtaining grants for sidewalks. 

Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee
Rusty reported that draft updates will soon be provided as individual .pdf files for each chapter. The committee is now working on the Energy Conservation and Sustainability Plan. The final draft of the entire Plan will be distributed for municipal review by Fall 2018. John Schott suggested EPPC be proactive and review the chapter-by-chapter drafts.

Sidewalk Committee 

Ron provided a plan showing where sidewalks exist throughout the township. He also reported that the township was unsuccessful in obtaining multi-modal grants because our projects were not deemed shovel ready. Other funding opportunities will be explored. Missing links on Route 23/724 are the first priority, then possibly Route 113. These connections would provide better pedestrian access to bus stops and shopping centers. As for Kimberton Road, Helena said she met with Ron Graham about traffic calming islands and he suggested a plan be presented to the Board. John Schott agreed that starting with something simple is a great idea. Old plans will be revisited and workshops initiated to get the ball rolling. Dennis Ray requested crosswalk improvements also be incorporated. Everyone agreed.

Helena said she also discussed a sustainability overlay and habitat planting guidelines with Ron Graham, prompting his interest in forming a Shade Tree Commission. Kisha confirmed that the township manager is researching the responsibilities and the implementation guidelines.

TIME CLOCK EXTENSIONS
Miller Pond Minor Subdivision Plan: time clock expires January 7, 2018

MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT RECOMMENDING A 90-DAY TIME CLOCK EXTENSION FOR REVIEW OF THE MILLER POND SUBDIVISION PLAN. MOTION SECONDED BY LEO KEARCHER. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY LEO KEARCHER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY RUSTY STRAUSS. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:05 PM.

