
East Pikeland Township

Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes

September 28, 2017
Meeting called to order by Bill Laporte, at 7:05pm
Present: Bill Laporte, Leo Kaercher, Chris Baker
Absent: Dennis Ray, Zach Rubinich
Guests: Milissa Hirst, Samantha and Travis Uyeno, Betsy Burns, & Michelle Rubin
No minutes from previous meeting were approved.
New Business:
1. Leo mentioned that the EAC needs to have people who are interested in being at the meetings. If people aren’t going to come to the meetings and stay involved then they need to give their positions to others who are interested.

2. Introduction of potential new members, Samantha & Travis Uyeno, Betsy Burns, & Milissa Hirst

· Samantha, Travis, Betsy, & Milissa introduced themselves, shared their backgrounds and explained why they wanted to be involved in the EAC

i. Milissa is an engineer focusing on water and wastewater

ii. Samantha is finishing her PhD in Chemistry and is interested in health and wellbeing of the environment and surroundings

iii. Travis oversees tennis court maintenance and instruction. He is interested in teaching about rain barrels, composting, etc.

iv. Betsy is a landscape designer with a landscape architecture degree. Wants to preserve the environment and use her knowledge to educate others.
3. Review current EAC roster & make any corrections required
· This will be completed by Bill as new members are approved by the Board of Supervisors
4. Introduction of new staff person – Michelle Rubin
· Michelle is the new Community Resources Coordinator hired by the Township to oversee the EAC, Parks and Rec., Open Space Committee, and community events. Michelle is from Iowa and recently graduated with her M.S. in Environmental Studies with a concentration in Environmental Education from Antioch University New England in New Hampshire.
· EAC goals: Michelle wants to discuss EAC goals in the coming months. She wants to know what goals the members want to work towards. Her goals for the EAC involve seeing the EAC be more active in the community including more events, workshops, speakers, etc. 
· Future projects: Michelle will discuss future project ideas with the EAC and begin to plan them for next years. Ideas include compost/rain barrel workshops, native plant sale, rain garden series, community garden, and more.
· Volunteer expectations: Michelle expects EAC members to attend meetings and be involved in projects which includes attending/helping with as many projects/events/etc. as possible. EAC members will set their own expectations for each other.
5. Rain Garden Workshop –  Saturday, October 21 @ 9am
· Michelle is running this workshop but will need volunteer support. Let her know if you will be able to help out on that day.
6. E-Recycling Event – debrief
· The E-Recycling event on Saturday, Sept. 23 was a success. There were 2 large trucks full of recyclables collected. The process wasn’t necessarily smooth and the township may consider doing a different sort of event in the future. Michelle will look to the EAC for help in figuring out our options as a township. Would the township be able to collect items and take them to the local landfill?
Follow Up:
· Bill will update the roster after new members are Ok-ed by the Board of Supervisors

· EAC members will brainstorm ideas of things they are interested in/would like to do in the coming year

· Let Michelle know if you would like to help with the rain garden implementation workshop

· Michelle will look into a new E-recycling plan for the township

