EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

MAY 13, 2019 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 7:00 pm. All members were in attendance: John Colarusso, John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet, Ron Hoinowski, Leo Kearcher and Kersten Appler. The township engineer and zoning officer were also present.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 8, 2019 MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE APRIL 8, 2019 MEETING MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY KERSTEN APPLER. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS
Satiro Lot Consolidation Plan for 639 Schuylkill Road

Roger Lehmann, P.E. of All County and Associates presented a reverse subdivision plan to consolidate four parcels in common ownership into one single parcel. The property is the site of the Harpoon Louie’s restaurant and a residence. The consolidation eliminates some and lessens other nonconformities on the site. There are no plans for development. The property owner intends to reopen the restaurant in 2020.  The house is occupied as a rental property. 

The LTL Consultants review letter dated April 25, 2019 was discussed. Mr. Lehmann argued that a full survey and monuments should not be required for a lot consolidation. Several of the planning commission members agreed, citing it will be required with any future development. The plan will be revised and a waiver letter submitted for consideration at the June meeting.

Solace Farms proposal for 1050 Pike Springs Road

Andrea Hilborn, founder of solace farms gave an overview of her proposal to establish an agricultural sanctuary setting as a day retreat for women in the Phoenixville/Kimberton area. There would be gardens, orchards, chicken coops, bee boxes, meadows with a walking path. The harvests will be shared by the women and portions donated to St. Mary’s Shelter. The retreat would serve approximately 20 women per day. The house would remain rental apartments as income to sustain the organization, and the office would be used for counselling and massage therapy for the women. The barn will be rehabbed for use as community space for health and wellness activities. Essentially, the commission agreed that it’s a good use of the property and fits within the scope of agricultural use; the barn use would require zoning relief. Traffic, parking, hours of operation, and expansion of services were discussed. Overall there was no objection and Ms. Hilborn was encouraged to make application to the zoning hearing board.

Neighbor, Jonathan Gayl asked if there would be overnight accommodations for the women. The answer was no.

OLD BUSINESS
Low Impact and Conservation Development

John D. Snook was appointed by the Board of Supervisors to consult on the project. His directive is to help the planning commission implement incentives to encourage low impact development. The township will be applying for a Vision Partnership Program (VPP) grant from the county; application is due June 28. Brainstorming ideas for low impact development included walkability, connectivity, traffic calming, stormwater management, innovative site design, conservation development and incentives for commercial redevelopment, sustainable energy, and viable methods to reduce the carbon footprint. Chapter 5 (Sustainability) of the regional comprehensive plan update will be revisited. The first subcommittee meeting will be scheduled for the week of May 20 and will be advertised a public meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER DISCUSSION TOPICS
Resignation of Rusty Strauss

Rusty Strauss tendered his resignation from the planning commission effective June 1, 2019. He will still act as the Board of Supervisors liaison to the commission. 

MOTION MADE BY JOHN COLARUSSO RECOMMENDING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF RUSTY STRAUSS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION, EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2019. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.
Appointment to the Strauss Vacancy

MOTION MADE BY JOHN COLARUSSO RECOMMENDING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPOINT EZRA BRETT TO THE VACANT SEAT LEFT BY RUSTY STRAUSS FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2021. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.
Sidewalk Update
The plans have been circulated to both Septa and PennDOT for their review and input. Bus shelters along the corridor will be phased in as a pre-cursor to the sidewalk project, exhibiting a true “shovel-ready” plan. The township is acquiring letters of support from the legislators for the July grant submission. Jonathan Gayl made referenced to use of Act 209 funds for this type of project.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY LEO KEARCHER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN COLARUSSO. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:20 PM.

