EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were
John Colarusso, John Schott, Helena Van Vliet, Ron Hoinowski, Leo Kearcher and Ezra Brett. The
township engineer and zoning officer were also present.

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 12, 2019 MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 12, 2019 MEETING MINUTES.
MOTION SECONDED BY LEO KEARCHER. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS

Low Impact Development

The township engineer provided handouts from various sources in an effort to simplify the term
low impact development. Highlighted references in each handout were discussed as elements
of creating a balance of sustainability concepts for ordinance inclusion. LID is generally defined
as green infrastructure, environmental site design, better site planning and sustainable design;
hydrological elements are groundwater recharge volume, water quality volume, channel
protection flow and flood protection.

= Low Impact Development Defined (Trinkaus Engineering Ecosites, Inc.)

= Sustainable Site Design Through Low Impact Development Practices (NIBS)

= Chester County Planning Commission Planning Tool for Green Development Ordinances
= Zoning for Sustainability (Journal of American Planning Association)

= SITES v2 Rating System for Sustainable Land Design and Development

LID design strategies include but are not limited to reducing impervious surfaces, reducing
street widths, removing curbs and parking islands, encouraging green roofs, vegetative swales,
groundwater recharge and the like. Incorporating some green technologies and principles into
land development ordinances may be met by some resistance to its innovation and the
perceived higher initial costs. Those costs are generally offset by lower long-term operating
expenses. Table 1 of the Zoning for Sustainability outlined 53 common sustainability principles
and regulatory items; the commission was pleased to learn that East Pikeland currently has at
least 29 of the principles already included in its ordinances. The exercise provided a clearer
direction.

John Schott suggested starting with reducing the parking requirements; then move on to the
designated growth areas, concentrating on the MU and K-districts (KV, KR, KT). John Colarusso
suggested giving more consideration to age-restricted developments, pointing out that +55
communities are the ultimate in low impact in terms of traffic and school age kids. He also
mentioned that he and John Schott met with Altair, and there was indication that an age-
restricted component would be considered as part of a new proposal for a Kimberton overlay
with LEAD type incentives (to replace their current submission).
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Ed Latshaw said he is comfortable with providing guidance on most of the zoning issues; he did
explain that the township planner would be the appropriate consultant to provide expertise on
density and impacts. These discussions will continue at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
None

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER DISCUSSION TOPICS

ZHB Appeal 2019-3 Julie Foster for Tired Hands Brewing Company at 2123 Kimberton Road

The requested variances were granted by the Zoning Hearing Board on August 28, 2019.
Parking was referenced in the Order, but it doesn’t require relief from the Zoning Hearing
Board. The land development plan is forthcoming. Helena Van Vliet announced that as an
affected neighbor she will recuse herself from the matter when it is presented to the planning
commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

ADJOURNMENT
JOHN SCHOTT MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN, WHICH WAS SECONDED BY LEO KEARCHER. ALL
IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:10 PM.




