EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 12, 2018 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

John Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Ed Cooley, Helena Van Vliet, Leo Kaercher and Ron Hoinowski. Township engineer, Ed Latshaw, and the zoning officer, Kisha Tyler, were also present.

REORGANIZATION

MOTION MADE BY RUSTY STRAUSS THAT JOHN COLARUSSO CONTINUES AS CHAIRMAN AND JOHN SCHOTT CONTINUE AS VICE CHAIRMAN. MOTION SECONDED BY LEO KEARCHER. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 12, 2017 MINUTES (There was no January 2018 meeting)
MOTION MADE BY JOHNS SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 12, 2017 MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY ED COOLEY. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS
Altair Proposed Ecovillage Overlay Ordinance

John Schott stated for the record that the Altair group has not submitted information requested by the planning commission 6 months ago. This was in response to Joel Bartlett’s comment at the Board of Supervisors meeting that Altair is working with the planning commission on the proposal. Kisha Tyler confirmed that the only correspondence received were emails from Joel indicating they were not ready to be on the upcoming agendas.

NEW BUSINESS
None
TIME CLOCK EXTENSIONS
None 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Sustainability Initiative

Michelle Rubin, the township’s community resources coordinator, shared a power-point presentation on sustainability. Sustainability is generally defined as an approach whereby the needs of the current population are met without compromising the needs of future populations, and has evolved to encompass community aspects such as the environment, economy, and society. The township is charged with protecting the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, and adopting sustainable practices and principles for energy efficiency, pollution reduction, solar energy standards, landscaping and vegetation maintenance, tree ordinance, complete streets, community gardens, green roofs, rain gardens, composting, recycling and more, are consistent with that charge.
The need for sustainability planning is recognized throughout the region. West Vincent Township adopted a Sustainability Plan in 2011. Chester County created a website dedicated to promoting sustainability (www.chescopagreen.org). The Center for Watershed Protection Code & Ordinance Worksheet is a tool for municipalities to evaluate their development rules. These local resources will help guide us in the right direction.

The initiative will start with the Environmental Advisory Council to lay out goals, objectives, and policies. They would provide community education. With zoning and planning being important tools for sustainable development, the planning commission will be charged with drafting ordinance provisions that are consistent with the goals, and could be implemented township-wide. Low impact development may be the first topic they consider. As Michelle and the EAC move forward, the planning commission will be kept abreast of the progress, and at the appropriate time given directive to initiate the ordinance review process.

Strategic Planning Meeting Report
The township hosted a strategic planning workshop on January 27, 2018. The public meeting was an opportunity for the Board of Supervisors and committee chairpersons to collaborate on current and future township projects. John Colarusso and John Schott represented the planning commission. Sidewalks and implementing complete streets on Route 23/724, creating a sustainability ordinance, traffic calming methods in Kimberton Village, and reviewing the zoning use table to ensure suitable uses are considered in all zoning districts, were discussion points presented by John and John. The Board of Supervisors was very receptive to the needs and desires of each committee.

Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee

The committee is working on the new chapter entitled Energy Conservation and Sustainability Plan. Drafts of the completed components of the regional comprehensive plan update are accessible on the Phoenixville.org website. Review of the completed drafts will be added to the PC agendas for comment. Joel Bartlett asked for clarification of the powers of the PRPC with regard to development. Rusty explained that the committee is only advisory in that regard.

Economic Development Initiative for the Route 724 Corridor (Chester County EDC)
John Schott talked about the County’s initiative to promote economic viability that would attract smart development along the entire Route 724 corridor from East Pikeland into the Coventry townships. With amendments to the MU provisions and designation of the LERTA district, East Pikeland is ahead of the other municipalities in encouraging redevelopment along its segment of the corridor. The county is compiling a comprehensive property list as a tool for an interested party to determine whether a certain property can accommodate their use and meet their needs. Access to public transportation and access to the Schuylkill River Trail are integral components as well. The county has reached out to PECO/Exelon to discuss use of their right-of-ways for trails.

John Colarusso said he was questioned by a colleague about the residential component of a mixed use plan being restricted to apartments. He suggested they revisit the MU zoning and consider allowing condos, townhomes or even senior housing. John Schott suggested reviewing all of the uses in the MU district and consider adding other uses that may compliment economic development along the corridor. The other members agreed.
Ed Latshaw offered to provide an article entitled Practice Simplified Zoning from a publication he received. The article covers topics such as being more flexible about housing types and uses.

Phoenixville Region Multi-Modal Study

Ron Hoinowski reported that he and the township manager attended the Phoenixville Region Multi-Modal Plan Steering Committee open house on February 2 at CAT Pickering. The prime areas of concern in East Pikeland were the connection between the French Creek Trail and the Schuylkill River Trail, and the intersection of Route 23 and Township Line Road. There will be another public open house on February 15 from 5-8 pm at the same location for more discussions and for individuals to give input. 
PSATS Article on Short Term Rentals

The township engineer had previously provided the commission with an article regarding short term rental ordinances. The article cited horrific AirBNB incidents. The zoning officer referenced

§1804.2.I of the Zoning Ordinance, which allows the rental of rooms within a dwelling in which the lessor resides, or in a building accessory thereto, to not more than 2 non-transient persons with or without the provision of board for such persons. She advised that it is a permitted use accessory to a dwelling in all zoning districts. Any change would require a Rental Property Ordinance, which in past years was not a favorable topic because of its complexity, liability and enforcement.

Robert Davis KV Zoning District Letter

The township received a letter from Robert Davis on January 16, 2018 expressing his opinion and interpretation of the KV ordinance amendment. The planning commission disagreed with his argument. John Colarusso mentioned another letter from Mr. Davis dated February 6, 2018 about public meetings and protocol for public comment. Ron Graham responded to that letter, a copy of both will be emailed to the planning commission.

Kimberton Village Traffic Calming Recommendation

Helena recommended installing a traffic island on Kimberton Road between the stop sign at Prizer Road and Kimberton Whole Foods. She also suggested adding a stop sign at Kimberton Whole Foods. Ed Latshaw advised that a stop sign requires warrants and cannot be used as a traffic calming device. John Colarusso suggested a simple improvement such as a speed table and painted crosswalk. John Schott agreed that the island would be preferred, but a speed table is an immediate fix. The location needs to be decided and a recommendation made to the Board of Supervisors. Ed Latshaw will provide the PennDOT manual for the design guidelines.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jonathan Gayl encouraged consideration of variable housing types in the MU district. 

Tom Schmidt voiced his concerns about drivers speeding on Kimberton Road and the need for traffic calming measures.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY LEO KEARCHER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:45 PM.

