EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

MARCH 11, 2019 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

John Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. New member Kersten Appler was introduced. All members were in attendance: John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet, Ron Hoinowski, Leo Kearcher and Kersten Appler. The township engineer and zoning officer were also present.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2019 MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY LEO KAERCHER TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 11, 2019 MEETING MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS
Low Impact and Conservation Development

The packets included current ordinance provisions that address low impact and conservation development in the rural zoning districts (AP, R-1 and R-2). Kimberton is designated a growth area so implementing conservation development standards would be inconsistent with the townships comprehensive plan. The township engineer confirmed that the current zoning and saldo provisions substantially address low impact development standards. Discussion topics included the 4-step design process, sketch plan submissions, planting guidelines, sustainability and LEED sites incentives. Ed Latshaw reminded everyone that Kensworth in the AP district and Kimberton Meadows in the R-2 district were both designed as cluster/conservation developments. He suggested they ride thru those neighborhoods and jot down their likes and dislikes of both projects.

It was agreed that a professional planner is needed in order to move forward. Brandywine Conservancy provides support and planning services for conservation development. Kisha Tyler will reach out to them and look into grant possibilities.

NEW BUSINESS
DEMCO – Cromby Property Discussion

Timothy Conway of DEMCO had to postpone; he will attend the April meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

LERTA Redevelopment Incentive

The program is set to expire 12/2020 and the school district may oppose an extension because of unanticipated delays in the reassessment process. Currently, projects are not reassessed until full completion. Long-term construction or phased projects might not get a final U& O for several years, thus stretching the 10-year abatement to 12+ years. Improved language in the ordinance is essential. Losing the LERTA would be a major blow to redevelopment along the Route 23/724 corridor. Further discussions with the school district and the assessment office are planned. 

Jonathan Gayl asked how a fee simple condo or townhouse LERTA project would be reassessed. The township will consult the county for the answer.

Miscellaneous

New member information packets will be created by township staff.

John Schott announced that purchase of the Crouse property on Spring City Road as open space is in negotiations.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Steve Penzone asked where new development is proposed. He was advised that no formal applications and plans have been submitted.

Brett Obara asked if plans have been submitted for the Cromby property. The answer is no, however, representatives will be at the April planning commission meeting to discuss ideas for the site. Rail access and the power grid are key elements for adaptive reuse. Brett also asked for an update on the elementary school property. He was referred to the school board. His main concerns are building deterioration and property maintenance. 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY RON HOINOWSKI. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:40 PM.

