EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

AUGUST 13, 2018 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

John Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet and Leo Kearcher. The zoning officer, Kisha Tyler was also present.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 9, 2018 MEETING MINUTES
The minutes were not available for review - deferred to September meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Phoenixville Area School District Property Purchase Letter
The 29.5 property located on Hares Hill Road between Route 23 and Route 724, tax parcel 26-3A-4, is being considered for a new elementary school. In response to the July 20, 2018 PASD letter of intent to purchase property, the zoning officer provided a formal response dated July 31, 2018 summarizing the zoning provisions and land development process. Ken Gibson, Director of Operations and Technology for the district was present to answer questions. He advised the commission that a preliminary sketch (not available) puts the school building, playground and athletic fields at the south end of the property; the main ingress/egress will be on Hares Hill Road with an emergency access along Route 724; and other than disturbance for a bus loop, the woodlands along the northern section would be preserved. 
John Schott mentioned that educational use was incorporated into the comprehensive MU revisions and the property is an ideal location for a school. Helena suggested they incorporate all 3 frontages in the design, preserve woodlands, and provide sidewalk/trail access. She also pointed out that an energy efficient building with sustainable design features could be an educational component for students. John Colarusso suggested they consider acquiring additional parcels on 724 to incorporate into the plan, and they also allow for public access to playgrounds and fields. Rusty mentioned that two open space parcels from the Kimberton Meadows development across the street will be dedicated to the township in the near future, and collaboration with the school district on the use for environmental education, or additional fields is conceivable. John Colarusso read the Chester County Planning Commission response letter dated August 8, 2018, which provided no objections.  
A public hearing on the acquisition is scheduled for August 16, 2018.

John Colarusso asked if they intend to sell the East Pikeland Elementary property. Mr. Gibson said yes and they will be looking into marketing strategies, noting that the historic portion of the building is a challenge for any potential buyer.

East Vincent Township Comprehensive Plan

The commission agreed that the objectives and implementation strategies are consistent with regional planning, concentrating on the boundaries of East Vincent with minimal consideration of the neighboring municipalities. Priority #1 is to promote development along the Route 724 corridor enabling growth as a walkable community to include pedestrian linkage to Spring City with no mention of East Pikeland. The zoning officer will prepare a response letter. John Schott said it is disappointing that East Vincent withdraw from the regional planning group was suggested PRPC invite them to reconsider. It was also suggested that PRPC reach out to Spring City Borough with an invitation.

There is a PRPC workshop August 29, 2018 at 7:00 pm.

Upper Providence Township Act 209 Land Use Assumptions Report

The municipal boundary does not extend to East Pikeland; however, the information provided is very interesting. The population growth, future land use assumptions, and expansion of the transportation network are impressive. The zoning officer will draft a letter of appreciation for the opportunity to review the plan, and acknowledge our support of their efforts to keep us informed of their endeavors.

OLD BUSINESS
Regional Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendments
Chapter 5 Energy Conservation and Sustainability Plan – Rusty was given the follow suggestions for the regional committee to consider:
· Leo suggested adding text that considers large projects that could efficiently meet the high demand for energy generation. There is a need to build new efficient power plants.

· Helena wants to lobby for community solar farms to be allowed in Pennsylvania

· Add text to ensure that energy conservation principles and sustainability measures are put into practice.

Resident, John Trish commented on the power demands overloading the power grids.

TIME CLOCK EXTENSIONS
None
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Kimberton Village Traffic Calming
Helena will be submitting the recommended improvements to the township manager for the October Board of Supervisors meeting.

Sidewalks
No update at this time.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Jonathan Gayl advised the commission that the he, on behalf of the Historical Commission will be submitting suggested amendments to the sign ordinance with regard to banners in the village for community events and tourism promotion. He also asked if the township received a demolition application for Cromby. Kisha said no.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY LEO KEARCHER. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:40 PM.

