EAST PIKELAND PLANNING COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 MINUTES


CALL TO ORDER

John Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Members in attendance were John Schott, Rusty Strauss, Helena Van Vliet, Ed Cooley and Ron Hoinowski. Township engineer, Ed Latshaw, and zoning officer, Kisha Tyler, were also present.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 9, 2018 AND AUGUST 13, 2018 MEETING MINUTES
MOTION MADE BY JOHN SCHOTT TO APPROVE THE JULY AND AUGUST MINUTES. MOTION SECONDED BY RUSTY STRAUSS. ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS
Sketch Subdivision Plan for 500 Church Road

Engineer Adam Brower presented a proposed 2-lot subdivision of the Schmidt property at 500 Church Road. A new home is currently under construction on the parcel; a new lot is proposed to be accessed from Clover Mill Road. Two major items in the township engineer’s review letter dated September 6, 2018 were lot line conformance, and the driveway on Clover Mill Road. The property owner was advised that the location of the driveway must conform to the township’s requirement of 100’ from the right-of-way line, regardless of whether PennDOT deems the desired location acceptable. The lot lines and driveway will be adjusted and other plan deficiencies will be addressed. It was recommended that the plan be provided to West Pikeland Township as a courtesy since the property is situated on the municipal boundary.

OLD BUSINESS
REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT
Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee (PRPC) Presentation

Consultants Ed Theurkauf and Tracey Tackett gave a power point presentation of the regional comp plan update, which is anticipated for adoption in September 2019. A public workshop was held on August 29, 2018 and another one will be scheduled in March 2019. The vision is to prioritize conservation, continued revitalization, balance development, housing, open space and preserving the character of historic villages and districts. Environmental Resources Plan would establish uniform protection policies, and balance urban revitalization and natural resource preservation by mitigating disturbance of forests and woodlands, establishing greenways to protect water sources, preserve core habitats and accommodate recreation. It also supports easement programs and cluster zoning. Energy Conservation and Sustainability Plan encompasses renewable energy, green buildings, sustainable construction, adaptive reuse, recycling and reduced resource use. Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan is to identify and encourage conservation of significant landscapes. It promotes universal accessibility, and implements regional trail and bicycle route network to maximize connectivity. It also addresses greenways, cultural landscapes and agricultural viability. Transportation Plan introduces multimodal transportation, shared parking, ridesharing and bike sharing to reduce congestion and single-occupant vehicle dependency. It also highlights scenic roads and preserving view sheds of natural, historical and agricultural landscapes. Cultural Resources Plan addresses historic resources, heritage areas, scenic rivers and resources such as Schuylkill Highlands and Hopewell Big Woods. Community events and venues such as fairs, street festivals, civic events and celebrations are also part of this component.

The East Pikeland planning commission has been reviewing the updated chapters as they are completed and will continue to be proactive in this regard. It was insisted that the regional committee extend a membership invitation to Spring City Borough.

The PRPC meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month at the Schuylkill Township Building, and are open to the public. 

Chapter 6 Housing Plan Review

Everyone agreed that there is a need for affordable housing for moderate income families, renters to transition to homeownership, and especially for seniors. Affordable housing is not the same as low-income or subsidized housing (Section 8); it is however a great benefit to seniors and also provides the opportunity for people who otherwise can’t afford the increasing housing costs to stay in the area. John Colarusso mentioned projects in Phoenixville Borough and a development by the Hankin Group in Eagleville. Ron Hoinowski asked what measures are taken to ensure these developments stay “affordable”. John Colarusso explained that there is government funding with long term tax credits associated with affordable housing projects. John Schott spoke candidly that East Pikeland has limited areas that would economically support this type of development; but the Route 724 corridor is ideal because it has direct access to public transportation. There could be incentives for designating a specific number of units in a redevelopment project as “affordable housing units”.
The planning commission wants affordable housing to become an element in the plan. They were pleased that the plan addressed vacancy rates and adaptive reuse/redevelopment to create housing possibilities. They also suggested using current statistics and interim updates as reference data, not just the 2010 census. 

TIME CLOCK EXTENSIONS
None
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Sustainability
John Schott wants to move forward exploring sustainability options for development.


Sidewalks
Ron Hoinowski voiced frustration with the momentum of the sidewalk initiative. Insisting it is long overdue to move forward, he suggested a phasing strategy to connect gaps and short-span links along Route 113 as well as the Route 23/724 corridor. The commission wants the Board of Supervisors to allocate funds in the annual budget earmarked for sidewalks so those short links can be easily completed.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No comments offered.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION MADE BY JOHN COLARUSSO TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MOTION SECONDED BY JOHN SCHOTT. ALL IN FAVOR, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:35 PM.

